42                  THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD
be that a single poet wrote the "Iliad," and a single poet wrote the ''Odvssev" or even that a single poet wrote both, still he was not describing contemporary events or conditions, but was working upon traditions of past history passed from lip to lip, generation after generation, over a period as long as that which separates us from the Great Rebellion. That tradition was embodied m old lays, re-fashioned and welded together in one magnificent whole by the master hand- but the master did not choose to obliterate the original marks of diversity, nor was he at any pains to harmonize discordant traditions for the sake of historic truth. So far as he sought to harmonize them it was only for the sake of artistic truth. He was an Achffian Ionian of the ninth century, portraying Acha;ans of the twelfth century, inevitably importing into his portrayal some coloring derived from later ideas. But the result shows that the Achaean tradition did not depart further than oral tradition must be expected to do from a history reconcilable with the other data which have been brought to our knowledge.